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WORKING SAFELY with Dry Concrete

Materials

WHEN TO TAKE CARE

Concrete is one of the most widely used
construction materials. Anyone who uses concrete
or is responsible for managing or supervising its
use should be aware that it may be a hazard.
Professional advice should be obtained for
appropriate risk management strategies.

DUST
Concrete contains crystalline silica which is the
most commonly found mineral on earth. Concrete
dust contains particles of crystalline silica which if
small enough can be breathed into the lungs.
Exposure to this dust over a long
period of time could result in
your lungs being affected by
damage and scarring resulting
in shortness of breath and
silicosis. You should refer to
your suppliers’ Material Safety
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Data Sheets for further information.

You can be exposed to
concrete dust in the
following situations:

m Drilling

m Opening concrete
bags

ANYONE who uses concrete

or is responsible for managing
or supervising its use should be

aware that it may be a hazard.



m Breaking concrete

m Concrete batching

HOW TO TAKE CARE

Safe work practices should always be employed to
protect yourself and others from any hazards
caused by working with dry concrete materials.

Preventing Exposure to Dust

Dust must be prevented from entering the lungs to
protect against long term health effects. The
methods for addressing this will depend on the
results of a risk assessment and, where necessary,
the advice of experts.

Extraction Systems, Good Ventilation and

Safe Work Practices

These are the preferred methods for reducing the
amount of dust in the air when required by risk
assessments:

m Use power tools with dust
extraction devices

m Provide sealed control cabins
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m Wet down dusty work areas
and processes

m Clean up every day
by wet sweeping or
vacuuming.
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Personal Protective Equipment
PPE may be required in addition to extraction
systems, good ventilation and safe work practices.

m Use disposable masks for
low levels of dust

m Use half-face respirators
with filters for medium
dust levels

m Use battery-powered respirators that filter air
supplied to a full-face mask for high dust levels
or where people have facial hair.

Professional advice should be sought in order to
decide the choice of respirator for the application.

OTHER HAZARDS

What other hazards are there with handling dry
concrete materials?

®  Manual handling

Noise

Particles could enter your eyes

Skin irritation
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m Falling objects on head and feet.



O C T Preventing Harm From Other Hazards
m Manual Handling

2004 Assess the task, obtain correct equipment or

seek help. CCAA OFFICES

m Noise, Falling Objects, Eye Particles,
Skin Irritation

Wear other protective
equipment as required:
Hard hat

Long sleeves

Ear protection

Gloves

Eye protection

Long pants

SYDNEY OFFICE:

Level 6, 504 Pacific Highway

St Leonards NSW Australia 2065
POSTAL ADDRESS:

Locked Bag 2010

St Leonards NSW 1580
TELEPHONE: (61 2) 9437 9711
FACSIMILE: (61 2) 9437 9470

BRISBANE OFFICE:

Level 14, IBM Building

348 Edward Street

Brisbane QLD 4000
TELEPHONE: (61 7) 3831 3288
FACSIMILE: (617) 3833 6005

MELBOURNE OFFICE:

2nd Floor, 1 Hobson Street
South Yarra VIC 3141
TELEPHONE: (61 3) 9825 0200
FACSIMILE: (61 3) 9825 0222

PERTH OFFICE:

45 Ventnor Avenue

West Perth WA 6005
TELEPHONE: (61 8) 9389 4452
FACSIMILE: (61 8) 9389 4451

ADELAIDE OFFICE:

Greenhil Executive Suites

213 Greenhill Road

Eastwood SA 5063

POSTAL ADDRESS:

PO Box 229

Fullarton SA 5063
TELEPHONE: (61 8) 8274 3758

FACSIMILE: (61 8) 8373 7210
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES OFFICE

Safety boots.

, PO Box 243
PPE must comply with Henley Beach SA 5022
Australian Standards. TELEPHONE: (61 8) 8353 8151

FACSIMILE: (61 8) 8353 8151

TASMANIAN OFFICE:
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES OFFICE
PO Box 246

Sheffield TAS 7308
TELEPHONE: (61 3) 6491 2529
FACSIMILE: (61 3) 6491 2529

WEBSITE: www.concrete.net.au
EMAIL: info@ccaa.com.au

LAYOUT: Helen Rix Design

Disclaimer: Cement Concrete & Aggregates
Australia is a not for profit organisation sponsored
by the cement concrete and aggregate industries
2 in Australia to provide information on the many
HOW DO | GET MORE INFORMATION? uses of cement and concrete. This publication
m Product MSDS is produced by CCAA for that purpose. Since
- the information provided is intended for general
® Your local State Health and Safety AUthorlty guidance only and in no way replaces the services
of professional consultants on particular projects, no
legal iabilty can be accepted by CCAA for its use.

CCAA respects your privacy. Your details have
been collected to provide you with information on
our activities, publications and services. From time
to time your details may be made available to third
party organisations who comply with the Privacy
Act such as affiliated associations, sponsors of
events and other reputable organisations whose
services we think you may find of interest. If you do
not wish to receive information from CCAA or wish
to be taken off the database please write to the
Privacy Officer, CCAA, Locked Bag 2010,

St Leonards, NSW, 1580
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